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Planning on Clean Water

Imagine Crooked Lake in 2020...

imagine the water cleaner than it
is today.

For over 70 years Crooked Lake
has been managed, like many
lakes, in reaction to issues that
have likely reached critical stages.
Several agencies and users have
jurisdiction or impact on the
health of the lake. Yet, there has
been no overarching plan or set
of goals for the lake. To protect
and enhance the health of the
lake for the furure, Coon Creek
Watershed District (CCWD) has
advocated for long range compre-
hensive planning with the coop-
cration of the most vital stewards
of the lake, the lakeshore resi-
dents.

The purpose for the Crooked
Lake Comprehensive Lake Man.
agement Plan is to provide a com-
prehensive “picture” of the lake

On Thurzdayand Friday, May 7 and
8, T attended the Minnesom Waters
2000 Lakes and Rivers Conference at
the Mayo Civic Center in Rochester,
Minnesot.

llearned that there are many re-
soutrces for homeowners and lake

ZrOups.

There is i large statewide resource at

htrpe//www min nesotawaters.ore/

based on scientific and historical
information. Therefore, this Plan
addresses previous research and
management actions, longterm
goals, ways to achieve those goals,
and ecological & economie conse-
quences of those goals. To do this,
the plan scope includes review and
analysis of witershed hydology, lake
water quality, nutrient budgets,
aquatic communities& ecology, and
management & control of the inva-
sive species, Eurasian water milfoil &
curly leaf pondweed.

Two primary goals of this Plan are:

Undersranding the warer qualiry
condition of Crooked Lake

Developing strategies for the protec
tion and enhancement of water
quality including:

a S.year 'forecast’ of budgeting

activities gives agencies time to
plan for these activities and

In fact for $100 a year ~ the
CLAA could hiave a website with
this Non-profit organization as
muny other likes associations do.

[ recommend every CLAA hiome-
owner spend ome time at
BlueThumlr.erg. (more on pg 3)

Also, the DNR has poasted the
Preliminary Drafrwith starewide

minimun standards and criteria

i 4 & e 2009 Lakes and Rivers Conference
‘minnesoia walers

associated projected costs.
These are ta be reviewed annu-
ally to adapt to changed sinua-
tions

With increased development and
sclentific understanding of water
issues, plus changes in precipitation
patterns, the complexity of water
management also increases, A look
at trends and forecasts indicates a
need for water quality plans for
subwatersheds, such as this one for
Crooked Lake, plus increased de-
mands and requirements for land-
owners and land managers.

The vision for a clean Crooked
Lake in 2020 requires planning and
action by all in the watershed.

Information provided by Coon Creek
Watershed District: 763.755.0975 ar

info@cooncreekwd.org.

Written by Dawn Doeting, CCWD

Minnesota Waters

for Wild and Scenic rivers ns well as
showeland miles,
hitpAwww . dnr.state.mn.us/waters/

walermgmt section/shoreland/
shora-

land_rules update pemit.himléprelim
draft

| would like the CLAA 1o apply lor a
grant fromClean Water Legacy Act
Surface Water Assessment Grants at
www. peastte mi.ts/water/

swyranthtml

Writtan by Josephino Larson




Rain garden
planted with
grasses and flowers

On May 1, 2009,
River Raiders 4-H
Club volunteered to
educate neighbors
aboul water pollution
by stenciling
stormdrains with the
message ‘ Only Rain
Down the Drain.’

Native plant buffers provide
many benefits to the lake

Wouldn't it be nice to add a gar-
den to your property with plants
that have an army of different
colors, adds diversity by breaking
up the monotony of turf prass and
helps clean up Crooked Lake!
Now, wouldn't it be nice ro have
help in constructing this garden
and have grant money to help
fund the project! You may be
thinking, yes, in your dreams,

Acrually, this dream may become
reality. The City of Andover, in
conjunction with the Coon Creck
Watershed District (CCWD) and

Anoka Conservation Districr; is
working on planning a project 10
help improve the water quality of

Your lakeshore is probably the
most enjoyable part of your prop-
erty. It provides a lot of oppormu-
nities for recreation and viewing
wildlife. Properly maintaining
your lakeshore is important, both
to you and to the lake.

The Anoka Conservation District
is available to provide expert help
and grants for lake-friendly land-
scaping. Usually, expert advice on
landscaping comes with an expert-
level price tag. Butstateand local
government have recognized that
lakeshore is critical for lake
health. How you landscape your
lakeshore impacts the entire lake.

Start the planning process by
getting a no-cost consultation
from the Anoks Conservation
District. [fyou are still interested,
ACD staff will provide you with a
custom “lakescaping” design and

Attention

Plant Lovers

We are resurrecting the Crooked
Lake Garden Club.

Please come to the planning meet-
ing at Paul and Carol Martins on

Sunday evening the 19 of July.

Crooked Lake by encouraging
infiltzation of storm water instead
of direct runoff into the lake.
This wauld be accomplished by
instulling a series of min gardens,
which are shallow basins filled
with native forbs, grasses and/or
shrubs designed to carch and filter
storm water runoff. Theyarca
sensible form of alternative land-
seaping that are not only fune-
tional, but beautiful as well and
very beneficial to the environ-
ment.  The specific area of the
praposed project is in the
Meadow Creek Estates develop-
ment, which is west of Crooked
Lake.

cost estinute for n modest fee.
Lake-friendly landscaping can be
designed to look semi-formal or
nnturalized, and incorporates access
to the Jakeshore for swimming,
boating, and fishing. Most lake-
shore landseaping efforts target 50-
70% of the lakeshore length, leav-
ing the remainder for active use.
Cost share grants are also available
from the Anoka Conzervation Dis
trict for design and purchaze of
eligible materials for natural shore-
line restoration and erosion cone
trol.

Even if you are not interested in
designing landscaping for your
lakeshore, there are some easy
things you can do to promote a

healthy luke:

Don't mow to the water’s edge,
Mowing to the edpe is perhaps
the single grearest cause of

Plan to arrive around 6:00 pm for
desserr and drinks.

Please invite anyone you know on
or near the lake that loves flowers
and other plants.

We can discuss what we would like
to do this Fall and over the winter
mnnl‘.!ls.

In the past we would have a plant

To make this happen, project staff is
continuously seeking property own-
ers in the above development who
are interested in having a garden of
this sort in their front yard. Once a
workable number of "volunteers” is
attained, staff can begin the design
phases, which involves an overall
concept plan.

This will get presented to the CCWD
and will require its approval hefore
the project actually can happen, as
this is part of a grant application
process.

If you're interested in leaming more,
please call Kameron Kytonen, Ando-
ver Natural Resovirees Technician, ar

163.767-5137. by Knmeron Kytonen

Jandscaping on _fakeshores Local experts provide help...and grants

shoreline erosion.

Avoid using rip-mp or retaining
walls which reduce habitat and
have no benefit to lake water
quality.

Keep leaves and gmss clippings far
away from the lake. They can
introduce excess nutrients that
promote algae growth.

Don't remove aquatic plants from
the shoreline. They are critical
habitat for fish and other wild:
life.

If you would like advice or linancial
assistance for your lakeshore, con-
tact the Anoka Conservation Dis
trict at 763-434-2030 or visit

www anokaswed org for more info.

Anticle submitted by
the Anoka Conservation District

swap to share our perennials,

Pethaps we could do that this fall
or in the spring.
Paul and Carol
12061 Kerry St. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55448
(763) 427-5305

hetpy//www.mgumnedu/index huml

by Carol Martin




CLAA Audit Report
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T-Shirts and Sweatshirts

$25 00 lor crow swealshirts,
$35.00 zipper hood
swoalishirts, §15.00 for adult
t-shins and $10.00 for
children sizes.

L& 3XL-add $2.00

41 add $3.00

Cash or checks are sccepalble.
Flease make checks pajable ro-
Crocled ke Asens Asiociation
To order contece:

Jessices Waks at 763.780 2882
iesswaks S i

Dilafrict san help you design

\ake-frandly landzcaping.
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Tha mission ol the Crooked Lake
Area Associallon 15 lo actkas an
advocale of (he lake and to aslab
Heh and promole A strong sanso
community amang the resldents
in and around Crocked Laka:.

Tinseline for Clean Water (from page 1)

Wijesr 200700 WD encournged the SEAA
Bodrd 1o conabder luke ey eompredisniively,

hased on scimmanc inforsmton

Febrary 2004-The scope snd prarpore of the
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Hope to see you at the Crooked Lake Picnic—-Aug 2!

Paul Martin:
12061 MW Kerry Strect
Coon Rapids, MN 55448
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